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had, before appointing Anwaru'ddin Khan, made it known
publicly that he intended to confer the Nawabship of Arcot
on Muhammad Sa'id Khan, son of the late Nawab Safdar
cAli, as soon as he attained the age of manhood. Anwaru'ddin
Khan was particularly directed to educate the young Nawab
and take care of him as his guardian. The young Nawab had
lived with Nizamu'1-Mulk now upward of a year and the
latter had shown for him "a concern at parting, not usual
with that Great Man39.1 During the minority of the young
Nawab, Anwaru'ddin Khan was vested with full authority to
administer the Carnatic. In April 1744, Anwaru'ddin Khan
reached Arcot and assumed his duties as provisional Nawab.
Muhammad Sa'id Khan took up residence in the palace in
the fort and was afforded all kinds of comforts and freedom.

In June 1744, Muhammad Sa'id Khan was especially
invited to take part in the marriage of one of his relations
in Arcot. Anwaru'ddin Khan and Murtaza 'AH Khan, the
murderer of Muhammad Sa'Id Khan's father, were also
invited. When Anwaru'ddin Khan came to the wedding,
Muhammad Sa'Id Khan advanced to pay respects to his
guardian in accordance with the rules of courtesy in the
East. While he was bowing, an Afghan soldier, who had
been in the service of his father, stabbed him to the heart.
The murderer and his accomplices were cut to pieces on
the spot by the guards of the murdered Nawab. In the turban
of one of these men was found a note signed and sealed by
Murtaza 6Ali Khan with a promise of two hundred thousand
Rupees on the accomplishment of the wicked mission.2

The fate of Muhammad Sa'id Khan aroused the sym-
pathy of the people of the Carnatic who generally believed
that Murtaza cAli Khan and Anwaru'ddin Khan, were the
instigators of the foul deed. To lull the suspicion of Nizamu'l-
Mulk and to demonstrate his own resentment., Anwaru'ddin
Khan removed all the Afghans from his service. But the people
instinctively knew that only those persons could be interested
in the murder of the young Nawab who gained anything
by effecting it. Murtaza 'All Khan was sure that when the
young man became Nawab, he would take revenge for the
murder of his father. And Anwaru'ddin Khan wanted to get
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